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Gold is often profusely used for gilding the posts, ceiling,
and other parts of the interior, as well as several trunks
or chests for storing np manuscripts. Two or three roofs
superposed upon each other (a privilege exclusively re-
served to royal palaces, pagodas, and kiaongs) indicate to
the stranger that the building is a monastery. The recluse's
house is well supplied with the various articles of furni-
ture becoming the pious inmates. The individual who
builds at his own expense such a house, assumes the much-
envied title of Kiaong-taga., or supporter of a monastery.
This title is for ever coupled with his name: it is used as
a mark of respect by all persons conversing with him, and
it appears in all papers or documents which he ma}' have
to sign. The best, finest, and most substantial articles, if
allowed by the regulations as fit for the use of the Tala-
poins, are generously and abundantly afforded by bene-
volent persons. When the king is religiously inclined, tho
best and most costly presents lie receives are deposited
in the monasteries, to adorn the place or hall where the
principal idol is.

Government does not interfere or give any assistance in
building pagodas or kiaongs; nor does it provide for the
support of the pious Rahans ; but the liberality of the
people amply suffices for all contingencies of the kind.
When a man has made some profit by trading, or any other
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